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Introduction

Construction Market Review

About CIS
The Construction Information Services (CIS) Q3 2017 Construction
Market Review provides an analysis of activity in the construction
sector for the first 9 months of 2017 and a comparative
analysis against the corresponding period in 2016.
It also provides an insight into the overall planning pipeline for the
remainder of the year and beyond on a sector by sector basis and
a regional analysis of the Republic of Ireland.

Overview
In the Republic of Ireland, the volume of projects On-site in the first 9
months of 2017 has fallen by 5% or 116 projects when compared
to the same period in 2016. All regions, with the exception of
Leinster and Connacht have fallen in volume terms. The value of
these On-site projects is down 9.4% to €4.7 billion. Leinster,
Dublin and Ulster ROI are all experiencing sharp decreases in
activity, while Connacht and Munster recorded increases.
The Residential sector now represents over 30% of the value of
projects On-site. According to our research, almost 11,300 units in
multi phased developments commenced On-site in the first 9 months
of 2017. This represents an increase of 26% on the same period last
year. Significantly, Dublin has shown a very small fall in the number
of units On-site in the period, with Leinster recording an increase of
89% in the volume of units for the period. Dublin is still the largest
region in volume terms but Leinster commenced just 300 units less in
the period. When we drill down into the Leinster data, both
Meath (1,420) and Kildare (1,310) have the majority of the units
commenced followed by Louth. (Of note:- A further 2,895 self-build
houses have commenced building in the first 9 months of 2017).

This can be attributed to the three large schemes
commencing On-site this year including the €125 million
National Forensic Mental Health Facility in Portrane, the first
phase (valued at €40 million) of the National Rehabilitation
Hospital redevelopment in Dun Laoghaire and the €64 million
extension of the Bon Secours Hospital in Cork.
The volume of projects in the Commercial & Retail
sector decreased by 16%, to 396 from 474 in the same
period last year. In project value terms, On-site
commencements in the first 9 months of 2017 were down
5% to €735 million on the comparative period in 2016. All
regions have experienced decline, while Dublin has
recorded the largest decrease – 14% to €470 million.
This can partly be attributed to a number of large
commercial developments in the Dublin Docklands having
commenced On-site in the first 9 months of 2016, including
the €100 million Reflector development and €65 million City
Quay development.
The volume of Educational projects moving On-site fell to
302, down from 325 in 2016. Connacht was the only region
which showed positive growth in terms of volumes with 52
projects starting, up from 46 in 2016. CIS estimates that
over €288 million worth of projects have moved On-site in
the first 9 months of 2017. This represents a decrease of
19% on the same period in 2016.
In the Hotel & Catering sector the volume of projects Onsite is static at 192 projects (versus 193 in 2016). Only
Munster has shown growth in the period under review by
volume.

On-Site activity in the Industrial sector has remained almost static The Community and Sport sector continues to underat 163 projects commencing during 2017, with 162 in the same period perform as only 142 projects started On-site in the first 9
in 2016.
months of 2017, a 37% drop on 2016 levels. In value
terms, only €122 million in projects have begun
Looking at Civil & Utilities only 128 projects went On-site in the period construction in the last 9 months, down 32% on 2016
under review, down 28% on 2016 and the value of these is just €300 levels. The only region to experience growth was
million (inc. Transport) for the first 9 months of 2017, down from Connacht, up 22% on 2016.
almost €1.3 billion in the same period last year. This can be attributed
to the €455 million M11 Gorey to Enniscorthy and €220 million N25 Agriculture recorded an increase of 33% in the number of
New Ross Bypass road schemes which commenced in 2016.
projects moving On-site on the same period last year. The
The Medical & Care Residential sector recorded a decrease of 19%
or 109 projects (of which 32 are Care Residential) in the number of
projects beginning construction in the first 9 months of 2017 when
compared to the same period last year. However the value of these
projects increased to over €455 million, a 73% increase on 2016
levels.
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value of projects is estimated at over €100 million with
all regions showing positive growth with the exception
of Leinster.
Looking at the pipeline for the construction sector, the volume
of projects granted planning is also down by 7% on the same
period last year with 4,155 major projects granted planning in
the period under review compared to 4,468 in 2016.
In continuing trends from H1 2017, the value of plans
granted has fallen by 23%.
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All sectors have experienced a decrease in the value of projects
granted planning with the exception of Hotel & Catering which is
up 17% and Residential which is up 27%. The greatest drops
have been in the Medical, Commercial and Community & Sport
sectors.
However, the volume of projects submitted for planning increased
slightly by 4% to over 5,220. This increase of 200 projects equates
to an increase of project values of over €400 million. The
volume of projects has fallen in the Connacht and Munster
regions while all other regions have shown an increase from the
same period in 2016. The value of projects submitted for
planning in the first 9 months of 2017 is down slightly in
comparison with the same period last year. Residential is
worth almost €2.75 billion in projects submitted for planning,
an increase of 27% on the same period in 2016. The growth of
the Residential sector masks the decrease in value of projects in
the Agriculture, Civil, Commercial, Education and Industrial
sectors.
Overall activity in the sector remains strong and is set to continue,
having built up momentum during 2015 and 2016 across
all sectors. However, as our research demonstrates when
a comparison is done on a year-on-year basis, activity
has plateaued in volume terms at On-site and Plans Granted
stages, while the scale and type of these projects has led to
an overall decrease in project values.

_________________________________
Tom Moloney, Managing Director of CIS
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Construction Projects at Plans
Granted Stage in Republic Of Ireland

Q3 2017: Key Construction Activity Overview

•

The volume of projects On-Site in the first 9 months
of 2017 has fallen by 5% when compared to the same
period in 2016

•

The value of projects On-Site is down 20% to €4.7
billion

•

4,155 projects granted planning in first 9 months of
2017, down 23% on same period in 2016.

•

The volume of projects submitted for planning has
increased slightly by 4% to over 5,220

The volume of projects granted planning is also down by 7% on
the same period last year with 4,155 major projects granted
planning in the period under review. However, as can be seen by
the table below, Agricultural projects make up all of this drop and
they have seen the largest decrease in volume of projects
with only 1,062 projects granted planning (Fig 2).

Construction Projects at On-Site Stage in
the Republic Of Ireland
In the Republic of Ireland, the volume of projects On-Site in the
first 9 months of 2017 has fallen by 5% when compared to the
same period in 2016. All regions, with the exception of Leinster
and Connacht have fallen in volume terms as per Fig. 1

Fig. 2

In continuing trends from H1 2017, the value of plans granted
has fallen by 23% (Fig. 3). All sectors have experienced a
decrease in the value of projects granted planning with the
exception of Hotel & Catering which is up 17% and Residential
which is up 27%. The greatest drops have been seen in the
Medical, Commercial and Community & Sport sectors.

Fig. 1

The value of projects On-Site is down 20% to €4.7 billion with all
regions experiencing sharp decreases in activity apart from
Connacht and Munster. On a sectoral basis by value, only
Residential, Community & Sport, Agriculture and Medical & Care
Residential have grown in the 9 months of this year. The
Residential sector now represents over 30% of the value of
projects On-Site, up from 21% in the previous year.

Fig. 3

* 'On-Site' describes any projects where building activity has begun.
**The Leinster region excludes Dublin throughout this report. Dublin is
treated as a region in its own right due to its large 'closed' economy and
high levels of internal construction activity.
***This report excludes One Off Housing and Extensions and any
projects where no construction opportunity exists such as Fire and
Disability Access Certs. Any discussion of construction projects in this
review incorporates this caveat.

Plans Granted for a €300m Pharmaceutical Building Extension in Co. Cork
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Construction Projects at Plans Submitted
Stage in Republic of Ireland
The volume of projects submitted for planning increased slightly
by 4% to over 5,220 (from 5,028 in 2016). With the
exception of Agriculture, all other sectors have displayed
growth in the period. The volume of projects has fallen in
the Connacht and Munster regions while all other regions have
shown an increase from the same period in 2016. (Fig. 4).

€150m Opera Centre Redevelopment in Co. Limerick at Plans Submitted Stage

Fig. 4

The value of projects submitted for planning in the first 9 months
of 2017 is down slightly (Fig. 5) in comparison with the
same period last year. Residential is worth almost €2.75
billion in projects submitted for planning, an increase of 27% on
the same period last year. Over 970 projects have been
submitted for planning in the Residential sector in the first 9
months of 2017, a 25% increase on 2016 levels.
The growth of the Residential sector masks the decrease in
value of projects in the Agriculture, Civil, Commercial,
Education and Industrial sectors.

Fig. 5
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Future Pipeline of Residential Sector Projects
Over 610 Residential projects have been granted planning in
the first 9 months of 2017, representing a 19% increase on the
same period last year. If all these projects are built, it will
represent a further 15,450 units, a 32% increase on 2016
levels. Munster has increased the units granted planning by
over 90% in the period. All regions report an increase in the
volume of units granted planning.

According to our research, almost 11,300 units in multi phased
developments started On-Site in the first 9 months of 2017 (Fig.
6). This represents an increase of 26% on the same period last
year. Significantly, Dublin has shown a very small fall in the
number of units On-Site in the period. Leinster has reported an
increase of 89% in the volume of units going On-Site in the
period.

Fig. 6

Dublin is still the largest region in volume
commenced just 300 units less in the
break the Leinster data down further, both
Kildare (1,310) have the majority of the
followed by Louth.

An €11.2m Apartment Development in Co. Dublin at Plans Granted Stage

terms but Leinster
period. When we
Meath (1,420) and
units commenced

In further positive news for the sector, the number of new units
submitted for planning in the sector has increased by 25% for
the first 9 months of 2017. Over 19,800 units have been
submitted for planning, with almost 6,800 units in major projects
submitted in Q3 2017 alone.

(A further 2,895 self-build houses have commenced building in
the first 9 months of 2017)

An €11.4m Housing Development in Co. Kildare at On-Site Stage
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Industrial Sector
The value of projects On-Site has increased to over €600 million
in the first 9 months of 2017 (Fig. 7). This represents a 6%
increase on the same period last year. Much of this value is made
up of two large projects that started this year in Connacht and
Munster and unsurprisingly, these are the only two regions which
have experienced growth in the sector in this period.

€49m Whiskey Warehouse Development in Co. Louth at Plans Submitted Stage

Fig. 7

A €40m Pharmaceutical Facility in Dublin 22 at On-Site Stage

Future Pipeline of Industrial Projects
The volume of projects granted planning is almost static when
compared with the same period last year.
The value of projects granted planning in the first 9 months of
2017 is up 12% on the same period last year to just over €780
million. However, Munster is the only region to have
experienced growth with over €425 million in projects granted
planning in the region with the Janssens Pharmaceutical
extension been granted planning in August.
The volume of projects submitted for planning is, however, up
only 7%. The value of projects submitted for planning is
up almost 32% on the same period in 2016. All regions
have experienced growth with the exception of Connacht and
Ulster ROI.
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Civil & Utilities Sector
Just 128 projects went On-Site in the period under review, down
28% on 2016 (Fig. 8).

A solar farm in Ireland
Fig. 8

Just €300 million worth of projects in the Civil & Utilities (inc.
Transport) sector have moved On-Site in the first 9 months of
2017, down from almost €1.3 billion in the same period last year.

Future Pipeline of Civil Sector Projects
Just over 170 projects have been granted planning in the first 9
months of 2017 in this sector, up from 148 in 2016, with 54 of
them been solar farms of various sizes, up from 21 in the
previous year. The value of projects granted planning is just
under €830 million which is a slight decrease on the same
period last year when it was €870 million (Fig. 9).

Fig. 9

The number of projects submitted for planning in the first 9 months
of 2017 is up 8% on 2016 levels to 220. However the value of
these projects only amounts to €340 million, down from €1 billion
in the same period last year.
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Medical & Care Residential Sector
Just 109 projects (32 Care Residential) have begun in the first 9
months of 2017, a decrease of 19% on the same period last year.
However the value of the projects has increased to over €455
million, a 73% increase on 2016 levels (Fig. 10).

€15m Hospital Extension in Co. Donegal at Plans Granted Stage

Fig. 10

Future Pipeline of Medical & Care Residential
Projects
The volume of projects granted permission has also fallen to 140
for the first 9 months of the year, down 23% on the same
period last year with all regions experiencing a decrease in
activity (Fig. 11). The value of projects at plans granted stage
is down 59% on 2016 levels to €550 million.

Fig. 11

The number of projects submitted for planning was 186, up 8% on
2016 levels. The value of projects submitted for planning in the first
9 months of 2017 is also up 21% on the same period last year to
€430 million.
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Commercial and Retail Sector
The volume of projects On-Site has decreased by 16%, to 396
from 474 in the same period last year. (Fig. 12).

€23m Office Development in Co. Dublin at Plans Granted Stage

Fig. 12

The value of Commercial projects On-Site in the first 9 months of
2017 was down 5% on the same period last year to €735 million.
The Leinster and Munster regions have experienced growth in the
sector, while Dublin has fallen by 14% to €470 million.

€35m Office Development at On-Site Stage in Dublin 4

Future Pipeline of Commercial and Retail Projects
The value of projects granted planning permission in the
first 9 months of 2017 has fallen by 49% when compared with
2016. Dublin has fallen by 54% from over €1 billion to just under
€500 million.
The volume of projects submitted for planning has increased by
2% in the first 9 months of 2017 to 811 projects, but
this translates to a fall of 8% in the value of projects
submitted for planning in the period.
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Future Pipeline of Education Projects

Education Sector

The volume of projects granted planning is actually up
11% in the period to 420. In further positive news, the
volume of projects submitted
for
planning
has
increased by 23% when compared to the same period
last year, with all regions experiencing an increase in
activity as almost 500 projects were submitted for planning.

The volume of projects moving On-site has fallen to 302,
down from 325 in 2016. Connacht was the only region which
showed positive growth in terms of volumes with 52 projects
starting, up from 46 in 2016.
CIS estimates that over €288 million worth of projects have
moved On-Site in the first 9 months of 2017. This represents a
decrease of 19% on the same period in 2016. On a regional
basis only Leinster and Munster show positive growth (Fig.
13).

€14.5m School Development in Co. Limerick at Plans Granted Stage
Fig .13

The value of projects submitted for planning in the first
9 months of the year is down 15% on 2016 levels to just
under €250 million. Leinster, Connacht and Munster were
the only regions to show positive growth.

€14m School Development in Co. Dublin at On-Site Stage
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Future Pipeline of Hotel & Catering Projects

Hotel & Catering Sector

Over 350 projects have been granted planning in the first 9
months of 2017, a 10% jump on 2016 figures. All regions are
experiencing some growth within the sector.

The volume of projects On-Site is static at 192
projects (versus 193 in 2016). As can be seen from the
graph, only Munster has shown growth in the period under
review by volume (Fig. 14).

The total value of projects granted planning in the first 9
months of 2017 is over €635 million, a 17% increase on 2016
levels. Connacht and Leinster had the highest growth rates
albeit from low levels while Dublin continues to dominate the
market with over €407 million in projects granted planning.
The total number of projects submitted for planning was 448,
an increase of 24% on the same period last year.

Fig. 14

The Hospitality sector has weakened slightly from the first 6
months of 2017 as the value of projects On-Site is down 8% to
€375 million.

€17.1m Aparthotel Development in Dublin at Plans Granted Stage

€3.7m Hotel Development in Dublin at On-Site Stage
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Community and Sport Sector

Future Pipeline of Social, Sport and Leisure
Projects

The Community and Sport sector continues to under-perform
as only 142 projects started On-Site in the first 9 months of
2017, a 37% drop on 2016 levels. In value terms, only
€122 million in projects have begun in the last 9 months,
down 32% on 2016 levels. The only region to experience
growth was Connacht, up 22% on 2016 (Fig. 15).

In more positive news for the sector, the volume of projects
granted planning in the first 9 months of 2017 is up 36% to 415
projects. All regions are experiencing a positive uplift in relation
to grants.
The value of projects submitted for planning has increased 5%
on the same period in 2016 with over €265 million in projects.
The largest region by value is Leinster with over €84 million in
projects submitted. Over 490 projects have been submitted for
planning, a 60% increase on the same period last year.

Fig. 15

€65m Racecourse Development in Co. Kildare at On-Site Stage
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Agriculture Sector
The number of projects moving On-Site has increased by 33%
on the same period last year. The value of projects is estimated
at over €100 million with all regions showing positive growth
with the exception of Leinster (Fig.16).

Fig .16

Future Pipeline of Agricultural Projects
Just 1,062 projects have been granted planning in the period
under review, down from 1,600 in 2016, with all regions
experiencing a downturn.
The volume of projects submitted for planning is also down to
1,181 from 1,620 in the corresponding period last year. This
represents a 27% decrease in volume terms with all regions
down significently.
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Subscribe to CIS Online

Subscribe to CIS Online to view thousands of fully researched construction
projects across All Ireland, at all stages of development and all sectors. Our
main subscriptions packages are:
•

All Ireland Subscription

•

Republic of Ireland Only Subscription

•

Northern Ireland Only Subscription

•

CIS Self Build Subscription

For more information on how we can tailor our
system to suit your business needs, call our
sales team on:
01 2999 239 (Dublin)
028 4064 8110 (Banbridge, Northern Ireland)
Or email: sales@cisireland.com

CIS Disclaimer
• Values are verified where possible, otherwise estimates are used using our in-house cost calculator.
• Those using this information do so at their own risk.
• While every effort is made to verify all our data, we do not make any statement to its accuracy or completeness.
• Plans Granted and Plans Submitted does not include extension of durations and Change to existing Planning
• All Start dates are verified where possible
• We count the largest proportion of the project where projects are multi sectoral.
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